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Introduction   
 
This report examines residential and non-residential construction activity for calendar years 1999-2008 
in the unincorporated area of New Hanover County, City of Wilmington and the Towns of Carolina, Kure 
and Wrightsville Beach.  
 
Dollar values are based on authorized building permits from the New Hanover County Inspection 
Department, and have not been adjusted for inflation. 
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1999 - 2008 Total Residential Dwelling Units by Type  

 

 
Unincorporated County 

       

 
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Single Family 1,182 1,018 1,257 1,284 1,194 1,332 1,174 657 592 304 

Duplex 11 0 0 28 0 28 0 13 0 48 

Multi-Family 225 70 209 180 508 423 54 114 54 78 

           Residential Total 1,418 1,088 1,466 1,492 1,702 1,783 1,228 784 646 430 

           

 
Wilmington 

        

 
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Single Family 291 219 328 487 455 598 589 358 278 158 

Duplex 23 18 6 22 23 3 18 8 79 20 

Multi-Family 229 386 214 207 397 807 272 78 60 102 

Residential Total 543 623 548 716 875 1,408 879 444 417 280 
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1999 - 2008 Tot al Residential Dwelling Units by Type (beaches only)  

 

 
Wrightsville Beach 

        

 
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Single Family 10 12 7 12 12 24 23 31 9 10 

Duplex 4 8 3 3 1 12 21 9 1 0 

Multi-Family 0 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 0 

WB Total 14 20 10 15 21 36 44 40 10 10 

 
Carolina Beach 

        

 
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Single Family 66 12 17 94 44 95 51 30 22 23 

Duplex 6 0 10 0 23 106 120 27 4 4 

Multi-Family 18 0 0 0 0 41 6 0 0 0 

CB Total 90 12 27 94 67 242 177 57 26 27 

 
Kure Beach 

        

 
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Single Family 44 39 51 73 124 79 26 16 10 11 

Duplex 0 0 0 0 0 15 48 11 1 0 

Multi-Family 0 0 0 0 0 10 4 0 0 0 

KB Total 44 39 51 73 124 104 78 27 11 11 
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            1999 - 2008 Total Residential Construction Dwelling Units  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Single Family 1,182 1,018 1,257 1,284 1,194 1,332 1,174 657 592 304 
Duplex 11 0 0 28 0 28 0 13 0 48 
Multi-Family 225 70 209 180 508 423 54 114 54 78 
Unincorporated Total 1,418 1,088 1,466 1,492 1,702 1,783 1,228 784 646 430 

           
           
 

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 
Single Family 291 219 328 487 455 598 589 358 278 158 
Duplex 23 18 6 22 23 3 18 8 79 102 
Multi-Family 229 386 214 207 397 807 272 78 60 20 
Wilmington Total 543 623 548 716 875 1,408 879 444 417 280 
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199 9 - 2008 Average Value of New Residential Construction  By Type  

Authorized by building permits 1998-2009 (values shown in thousands (000) 

 
 
 

Unincorporated County 
        

 
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Single Family 118 129 126 153 162 206 204 232 233 266 

Duplex 63 0 0 134 0 153 0 141 0 90 

Multi-Family 41 40 36 136 99 114 116 247 235 216 

           

           Wilmington 

         

 
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Single Family 113 171 149 181 209 258 242 286 276 339 

Duplex 55 58 78 84 56 66 109 109 172 147 

Multi-Family 71 642 151 100 119 110 105 148 164 125 
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199 9 - 2008  Average Value All New  Residential Construction  

Authorized by building permits 1998-2009 (values shown in thousands (000)) 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Unincorporated County 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Total Residential Value $152,155 $134,429 $162,062 $215,784 $220,399 $301,593 $246,033 $182,249 $150,436 $100,352 

Total Residential Units 1,418 1,088 1,466 1,492 1,702 1,783 1,228 784 646 430 

Unincorporated Average Value $107 $124 $111 $145 $129 $169 $200 $232 $233 $233 

           Wilmington 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Total Residential Value $51,353 $61,703 $79,878 $106,775 $135,680 $224,811 $173,198 $114,764 $99,575 $74,103 

Total Residential Units 543 623 548 716 875 1,408 879 444 417 280 

Wilmington Average Value $95 $99 $146 $149 $155 $160 $197 $258 $239 $265 
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199 9 - 2008 Beach Comparison:  Total V alue of New Residential Construction  

Authorized by building permits 1998-2009 (values shown in thousands (000)) 
 
 

 
 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

Wrightsville Beach $4,249 $6,315 $3,792 $3,408 $7,453 $17,429 $25,078 $26,998 $8,125 $10,107 

Carolina Beach $9,620 $1,768 $4,996 $12,035 $12,939 $48,731 $58,567 $17,689 $7,318 $5,448 

Kure Beach $6,993 $6,389 $11,574 $11,494 $20,882 $32,332 $21,798 $7,417 $3,440 $4,169 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Total Value  
Residential  
Construction  
In thousands 
(000)  
 
 
        Wrightsville Bch 
 
          Carolina Bch 
 
           Kure Bch 


