
Water Quality Initiatives after 
WMAB



Water Quality Monitoring

• Contracted with CP&E to sample 7 creeks in 
unincorporated New Hanover County on a monthly basis
– Protocol in place after data received 
– Data on website www.nhcgov.com
– Quarterly reports to be posted online
– Presentations to Commissioners 

• Coordinated with City to assure all creeks are sampled
• 22 sampling stations monitoring 12 different parameters 

at each station
• Working with Env. Health to track water quality at 

Riverside Park in Castle Hayne





Water Quality Task Force

• Act as clearinghouse for water quality data, discuss 
water quality issues and action items

• Meet quarterly
• Representatives include:

– NHC Planning
– NHC Env. Health
– NHC Engineering
– City Planning
– City Stormwater
– DWQ Surface Water Protection
– DWQ Shellfish Sanitation/Recreational Water Quality
– DWQ NPDES
– DWQ Cape Fear Basinwide Planning
– UNCW Lower Cape Fear River Program and CMS



Smith Creek Watershed Planning 
Initiative

• Creation of plan for Smith Creek watershed 
incorporating: 
– an assessment of the watershed conditions, threats 

and opportunities; 
– a plan to improve, restore and protect water quality 

and habitat; 
– an educational component including a Smith Creek 

Watershed Action Meeting in May; 
– a recreational water access and pedestrian plan

• Smith Creek Greenway





Low Impact Development (LID)

• Working with City and NCCF to develop a LID manual 
for use in New Hanover County and City of Wilmington

• Established stakeholder group made up of local 
developers, builders, engineers and environmental 
officials to help guide this process

• Contracted with Withers and Ravenel to create 
spreadsheet modeling tool

• Educational Workshops 



EPA Grant

• Recently closed out $150,000 grant to construct wetland 
and bioretention areas at Laney High School and Trask
Middle School



Other Initiatives

• Working with NCCF and City of Wilmington to 
hold watershed meetings in Futch, Pages and 
Howe Creeks

• Lower Cape Fear Stewardship Development 
Award Program

• Other grant opportunities: 5 Star Restoration 
Grant, EPA 319 Grant, NACO Community 
Based Restoration Program


