
NEWHANOVER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS BOOK 31 REGULARMEETING FEBRUARY 2 2009 PAGE 535 Boards consideration to proclaim February 2009 as Healthy Heart Month in New Hanover County read the proclamationinto the record and moved for adoption MotionCommissioner Caster MOVED SECONDED by Vice Chairman Thompson to adopt the proclamation declaringFebruary 2009 as Healthy Heart Month in New Hanover County Upon vote the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLYNew Hanover County Community Action Inc Executive Director Cynthia Brown and Program Specialist CarolineNunley were present to accept the proclamation and thank the Board Acopy of the proclamation is hereby incorporated as a part of the minutes and is contained in Exhibit Book XXXIIPage 3 7 ADOPTIONOF RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD STABILIZATIONPROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION PROCESS CommissionerGreer read the resolution into the record authorizing the participation in the Neighborhood StabilizationProgram grant application process with the City of Wilmington CommunityDevelopmentPlanner Wanda Coston reported that New Hanover County has an opportunity to participatewith the City of Wilmington in the Neighborhood Stabilization Program which works with foreclosed propertiesto provide housing for residents that are at or below 120 of the area median income and with at least 30of the funds benefiting residents at or below 50 of the area median income The area median income for Wilmingtonis 56 600 InNovember 2008 the City of Wilmington submitted a Notice of Intent to the Department of Housing and UrbanDevelopment Community Development Block Grant Program and Neighborhood Stabilization Program that includeda statement of the possibility of partnering with New Hanover County to pursue funds The allocation to NorthCarolina will be in the amount of 52 303 004 No County match is required for this grant TheBoard is requested to adopt the resolution authorizing the participation in the Neighborhood StabilizationProgram grant application process with the City of Wilmington MotionCommissioner Greer MOVED SECONDED by Commissioner Barfield to adopt the resolution authorizingthe participation in the Neighborhood Stabilization Program grant application process with the City of WilmingtonUpon vote the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY Acopy of the resolution is hereby incorporated as a part of the minutes and is contained in Exhibit Book XXXIIPage 3 8 PUBLICHEARING AND APPROVAL OF SPECIAL USE PERMIT REQUEST BY SOUTH COLLEGE ASSOCIATESFOR A HIGH DENSITY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT WITH 218 UNITS ON APPROXIMATELY35 ACRES IN AN R 15 RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT IN JOHNSON FARMS OFFSOUTH COLLEGE ROAD NEAR STILL MEADOW DRIVE S 587 1 09 ChairmanDavis opened the Public Hearing and announced that the special use process requires a quasi judicialhearing therefore the Clerk to the Board must swear in any person wishing to testify He requested all personswho signed in to speak or who want to present testimony to step forward to be sworn in Thefollowing persons were sworn in JaneDaughtridge ChrisO Keefe CindeeWolf ThomasH Johnson Jr JackieBaker ClydeE Faircloth Jr EdRichter SeniorPlanner Jane Daughtridge reported that South College Associates have submitted a request for a specialuse permit for high density residential development with 218 units on approximately 35 acres in an R 15 ResidentialDistrict in Johnson Farms off South College Road near Still Meadow Drive and presented a slide overviewof the property DirectorO Keefe read the findings of facts into the record stating that staff has concerns that the requirementto start construction within 24 months may not be viable given the timing of utility improvements and theuncertainty of sewer capacity The Planning Board at its January 8 2009 meeting voted 5 0 to recommend approvalof this request with no one from the public speaking TheTechnical Review Committee has reviewed the proposed project and has recommended the following conditionsto which the Petitioner has agreed Nogates or obstructions will be allowed within the project A fire hydrant plan acceptable to County



NEW HANOVERCOUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS BOOK 31 REGULAR MEETINGFEBRUARY 2 2009 PAGE 536 Fire Serviceswill be required prior to Final Plat approval The collectorroad known as Still Meadow Drive leading from South College Road to the project will be designedplatted and recorded as a dedicated public right of way Traffic ImpactAnalysis requirements embraced by NCDOT and the Wilmington Metropolitan Planning Organizationfor off site road improvements on South College Road will be required through an approvedNCDOT Driveway Permit Once theSpecial Use Permit is approved the Technical Review Committee wishes to review the project againLow ImpactDevelopment techniques are recommended for the project According tothe Cape Fear Public Utility Authority sewer capacity will not be available until spring 2010 Theparkinglot areas will need to be named unduplicated for addressing purposes Gate PostLane will need to be properly aligned per NCDOT comments In responseto Board questions Planning Director O Keefe stated that staff is satisfied that the required traffic improvementswill address the traffic concerns This project provides opportunities for interconnectivity and existing stubouts will be developed Chairman Davisasked if anyone from the public wished to speak in favor of the request Thomas HJohnson Jr attorney for the Petitioner confirmed that they agree with the findings of facts and the TechnicalReview Committee recommendations as presented Mr Johnson presented an overview of the proposed projectIn response to Board questions Mr Johnson stated that they understand that the requirement to start constructionwithin 24 months may not be viable given sewer capacity issues Cindee Wolfwith Withers and Ravenel on behalf of the Petitioner presented an overview of the project stating thatthey believe that the development as proposed and with the acknowledged conditions combine to satisfy the requiredfindings for approval of the Special Use Permit The site is an expansion of existing high density projects withaccess to both South College Road and Carolina Beach Road by way of public collector streets The project consistsof Still Meadow Village Phase 3 and Fortune Place Subdivision Still Meadow Village currently is an apartmentcomplex with 280 units and the proposed plan Phase 3 would add 144 more units with access from three drivewaysonto Trump Vine Way Fortune Place Subdivision is planned as a single family lot development with 74home sites The off street parking exceeds the ordinance requirements and road improvements will provide interconnectivity thatcurrently does not exist and will offer alternative traffic patterns The existing Still Meadow Drive willbe dedicated for public access Both of the residential components of the project will be a benefit to the community Designplans and permitting can be submitted for sewer extensions to get in queue for approval to coincide withthe release of sewer capacity In responseto Board questions concerning Low Impact Development techniques recommended by the Technical ReviewCommittee Ms Wolf stated that multiple retention ponds are planned An acceptable condition would beto use a porous material in the multiple family parking areas The single family development will be limited bythe storm water permit process By the time the project transpires it may be within Wilmington city limits Oneof the techniques that can be reviewed is the use of depressed planting islands that are bio retentionary so thewater is filtered as it goes to the pond for storm water management Normally at this point in the rezoning process highdensity plans are not detailed to this extent until after the completion of the County process In responseto Board questions Ms Wolf stated that following the January Planning Board meeting she met withinterested neighbors and assured them that single family units will be placed next to their single family homes Shestated her willingness to meet with interested parties to address their concerns In responseto Board questions Mr Johnson stated that the Technical Review Committee has requested to review theproject again once the Special Use Permit is approved and they have agreed to that condition Chairman Davisasked if anyone from the public wished to speak in opposition to the request Jackie Bakerresident on Gate Post Lane stated her concern of the additional traffic and who will have the responsibility ofmaintaining portions of the roads She requested to meet with the Petitioner for clarification of the project ClydeE Faircloth Jr resident on Gate Post Lane stated his concern on who would have the responsibility for roadmaintenance and the timeframe for NCDOT to adopt private roads He also spoke on storm water runoff issues thatare negatively affecting the retention pond in their neighborhood Ed Richterresident on Trumpet Vine Way stated his concern on the possible increase in traffic volumes on TrumpetVine Way He requested that Trumpet Vine Way road stub not be connected until the proposed homes are beingconstructed Chairman Davisasked for rebuttal comments In responseto citizen concerns Mr Johnson stated that according to County records all the roads are dedicated forpublic use except for Still Meadow Drive which will be dedicated as part of the proposed project As



NEW HANOVER COUNTYBOARD OF COMMISSIONERS BOOK 31 REGULAR MEETING FEBRUARY2 2009 PAGE 537 per the WilmingtonMetropolitan Planning Organization and NCDOT recommendations they will be required to collaborate with thedeveloper of the River Lights project to install a traffic signal at Carolina Beach Road and Silver Lake RoadShade Tree Lane During development of the proposed project the storm water runoff issue will be addressed withthe installation of additional retention ponds Traffic issues will be addressed with interconnectivity and roadimprovements In rebuttal commentsMs Baker stated her concern about the timeframe of the proposed traffic light and the wear andtear on the roads with heavy construction equipment In response toconcerns by Ms Baker Mr Johnson stated that the road will have to be brought to NCDOT standards before itcan be dedicated for public use In response toBoard questions Planning Director O Keefe reported that NCDOT has approved the design for the signalizedlight He also clarified that staff was unable to contact the management company for the Homeowners Association atthe address listed so extra effort was made to contact individual homeowners by mail and several signswere erected around the area noting the rezoning request In response toBoard questions Mr Johnson stated that the proposed project is consistent with the long term master planfor Johnson Farms The proposed single family homes will be adjacent to current single family homes and theproposed multi family homes will be adjacent to current multi family homes In response toBoard questions Ms Wolf stated that the proposed multi family project is included in the original Johnson Farmsmaster plan and presented an overview of that plan The proposed project is developed around the currentwetlands and is a better solution from the original master plan according to current standards There being nofurther comments Chairman Davis closed the Public Hearing and requested direction from the Board Withthe understanding that the Technical Review Committee will be reviewing the project once the Special Use Permithas been obtained especially concerning Low Impact Development techniques Vice Chairman Thompson moved forapproval of the request Motion Vice ChairmanThompson MOVED SECONDED by Commissioner Caster to approve the request by South College Associatesfor a special use permit for a high density residential development with 218 units on approximately 35 acresin an R 15 Residential District located in Johnson Farms off South College Road near Still Meadow Drive basedon the evidence presented and the findings of facts concluding that 1 the use will not materially endanger thepublic health or safety if located and developed according to the plan as submitted and approved 2 theuse meets all required conditions and specifications of the Zoning Ordinance 3 the use will not substantially injure thevalue of adjoining or abutting property or that the use is a public necessity and 4 the location and characterof the use if developed according to the plan as submitted and approved will be in harmony with the areain which it is to be located and in general conformity with the plan of development for New Hanover County with thecondition that parking areas in the multi family portion shall be constructed of pervious paving materials according toLow Impact Development standards and incorporating the Technical Review Committee comments as followsNo gates orobstructions will be allowed within the project A fire hydrant plan acceptable to County Fire Services willbe required prior to Final Plat approval The collector roadknown as Still Meadow Drive leading from South College Road to the project will be designed plattedand recorded as a dedicated public right of way Traffic Impact Analysisrequirements embraced by NCDOT and the Wilmington Metropolitan Planning Organization foroff site road improvements on South College Road will be required through an approved NCDOTDriveway Permit Once the SpecialUse Permit is approved the Technical Review Committee wishes to review the project again LowImpact Developmenttechniques are recommended for the project According to theCape Fear Public Utility Authority sewer capacity will not be available until spring 2010 The parkinglotareas will need to be named unduplicated for addressing purposes Gate Post Lanewill need to be properly aligned per NCDOT comments Upon vote theMOTION CARRIED 3 TO 2 Commissioner Barfield and Commissioner Greer voted in opposition A copyof the order granting the Special Use Permit and listing the findings of facts is hereby incorporated as a partof the minutes and is contained in SUP Book IV Page 25 1 APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERROBERT G GREER TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE NEW HANOVERCOUNTY FINANCING CORPORATION Chairman Davis reportedthat the Board has been requested to appoint a Commissioner to the New Hanover County FinancingCorporation Board of Directors with the term to expire in December 2009 and requested direction from theBoard



NEW HANOVER COUNTY BOARDOF COMMISSIONERS BOOK 31 REGULAR MEETING FEBRUARY 22009 PAGE 538 Motion Commissioner Caster MOVEDSECONDED by Commissioner Barfield to appoint Commissioner Robert G Greer to serveon the Board of Directors for the New Hanover County Financing Corporation with the term expiring in December 2009Upon vote the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY NON AGENDA ITEMS ChairmanDavis announced thattime had been reserved to allow the public to present an item that was not listed on the regularagenda He requested all persons speaking to limit their remarks to three minutes No items were presentedADDITIONAL ITEM ADOPTION OFRESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMITTAL OF A SAFE GRANT APPLICATION FOR OGDENELEMENTARY SCHOOL ROUTES TO SCHOOL PlanningDirector Chris OKeefe reported thatthe federally funded Safe Routes to School Program provides grant funding forprojects that promote safe walking and biking for school aged children Staff has been working with a localcommunity group called Getting Connected on a grant application to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety forschool kids at Ogden Elementary School This grant will fund phase 1A of an ongoing effort to make the MiddleSound community safer for pedestrians cyclists and automobile users and will fund 100 of project construction The grantis a reimbursement grant so the County must pay for improvements up front and be reimbursed The resolution authorizesthe County to serve as the lead agency to submit and to administer the grant The County will beresponsible for maintenance with a preliminary estimate in an amount of less than 1 000 per year The Board willhave the opportunity to accept the grant if it is awarded No County match is required Chairman Davis requested directionfrom the Board Motion Commissioner Greer MOVEDSECONDED by Commissioner Caster to adopt the resolution authorizing the submittal of aSafe Routes to School grant Upon vote the MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY A copy of theresolution is hereby incorporated as part of the minutes and is contained in Exhibit Book XXXII Page 3 9ADJOURNMENT There being nofurther business Chairman Davis requested a motion to adjourn the meeting Motion Commissioner Barfield MOVEDSECONDED by Vice Chairman Thompson to adjourn the meeting Upon vote the MOTIONCARRIED UNANIMOUSLY Chairman Davis adjourned themeeting at 7 52 p m Respectfully submitted Sheila L Schult Clerkto the BoardPlease note that theabove minutes are not a verbatim record of the New Hanover County Board of Commissioners meeting The entire proceedingsare available for review and check out at all New Hanover County Libraries


