
 

Start a program to 

reduce, reuse, or 

recycle!  Programs can be 

as simple as offering email 

correspondence, instead of 

paper, at the beginning of 

the school year or simply 

having students bring in 

their own hand towels to use 

in place of paper towels.  

(Students should use their 

own towels and towels 

should be sent home on 

Fridayõs to be washed.).   

Need more ideas?  Visit our 

website or email us over the 

summer!  Weõre here to help! 

This past year, we have touched 

on subjects from storm water 

pollution to school recycling 

programs.  When looking ahead 

to the coming school year, think 

about how you can incorporate 

sustainable practices in your 

classroom or school. 

Remember, no change is too 

small to have an impact on our 

environment and our childrenõs 

futures.  So whatever you can 

doñ do it and see the rewards of 

educating children about the 

benefits of environmental 

responsibility. 

Some ideas to get you started: 

Promote 

environmentally 

conscious programs: 

Waste-free lunches, reusable 

water bottles, litter 

education, forest friendly 

schools (see page 3) 

Plan ògreen eventsó!  

Think about the 3 Rõs when 

planning festivals/carnivals, 

fundraising dinners, etc.  

Put Earth Day on your 

calendar of events and plan a 

clean-up or plant flowers to 

celebrate it! 

Elementary School Recycling Mini-Grant Recipients 

Looking Ahead to the 2009-2010 School Year 

Recycling can be done on a shoestring budget; the most 
important thing is a strong, well-supported team and a school 
that wants to recycle. Visit our website for ideas on how to 
start a successful program.  Ideas and new information about 
the 3Rõs in New Hanover County Schools will soon be 
available on our new blog.  Please  add your comments and 
share information here too so we can òrecycleó ideas.  http://
blogs.nhcgov.com/KAB/default.aspx 

Funding for the mini-grants was provided by Progress Energy 
in addition to funds raised through the KAB of NHC: 
Sustainable Schools Initiative òIt Starts With Meó t-shirt 
fundraiser and Wipe Out Wireless Waste cell phone 
recycling collections.  To participate in cell phone recycling, 
please visit: http://www.kab.org/site/PageServer?
pagename=GAC_Sprint_WOWW  

Keep America Beautiful of New Hanover County proudly 
announces the recipients of the Elementary School Recycling 
Mini-Grants. 

Mary C. Williams & Rachel Freeman Elementary have each 
been awarded $600, and St. Mark and Wrightsboro 
Elementary have each been awarded $300.  In addition to the 
funds, each school will receive educational and promotional 
materials for their recycling programs. 

òThe grant review committee had to make hard choices, since 
we received many qualified applications,ó says KAB of NHC 
director Jennifer OõKeefe. òMore and more schools want to 
recycle, and we want to support those efforts as much as we 
can by providing some continuity of resources and availability 
of information about recycling locally.ó 
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Green fundraisers are 
environmentally friendly and 
socially responsible fundraisers 
that promote sustainability and 
environmental responsibility.  
They also can help to educate 
and empower your students 
and school community. 

There are a number of things 

that you can do and sell to 

make your fundraising 

environmentally friendly. 

1. Sell products that are 
recycled. Many 
fundraising suppliers are 
now offering products that 
are manufactured using 
recycled materials. 

Smencils:  Recycled 
newspaper pencils that smell 
good enough to eat!  
www.smencils.com  

 

Terracycleõs Ultimate 
Fundraiser.  (see page 4) 

 

2. Recycle. Recycling of  

aluminum cans, printer 

cartridges, cell phones, 

and other trash items can 

be a very worthwhile 

venture. You not only 

help the environment, but 

you make a profit doing it. 

Southern Metal Recyclers 

will drop off a container to 

collect aluminum cans: 762-

2646 

Collect select items such as 

juice pouches to be 

òupcycledó and raise funds! 

www.terracycle.net 

3. Sell plants and seeds. 

Talk about the ultimate 

green fundraiser! 

www.dutchbulbs.com/

resources/fundraisers 

4. Sell Reusable Items. 

Promote the saving of our 

natural resources by 

selling reusable items. 

Help cut down on oil 

consumption or save a tree 

while keeping everyday 

items out of our landfills. 

Laptop lunches school 
fundraiser: 
www.laptoplunches.com/
schools.html 

 

The ChicoBag Company  

http://store.chicobag.com/

html/fundraise.html 

5. Reduce paper waste!   

Build an email listñthen 
electronically inform 
interested parties of your 
ongoing fundraisers and 
events. 

Cut down or eliminate 
paper-based flyers and 
brochures by only 
distributing to interested 
and participating 
members.  

Fundraise onlineñmany 
companies are now 
offering websites or pages 
for online fundraising; 
your group can also set up 

their own free or low cost 
website for the duration of 
the fundraising event; 
selling at online auctions is 
another profitable green 
option. 

Check out: 
www.greenraising.com  

 

6. Keep It Local! 

Our òIt Starts With Meó t-
shirts are printed locally on 
organic cotton.  Participate 
from March to April, 2010 and  
raise funds for your schoolõs 
programs, as well as support 
county wide green initiatives! 

 

Why not have a green 
fundraiser? You can help save 
the earth, raise funds, promote 
awareness, and teach kids and 
your community about earth 
friendly practices all at the 
same time! 

Fundraising the Green Way! 
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All of the funds 

earned by Keep 

America 

Beautiful of 

NHC through 

the SSI  t-shirt 

fundraiser, get 

put directly 

back into our 

local schools 

through the 

recycling mini-

grant!! 
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The Boreal forest of North 

America is one of the oldest and 

largest intact forests in the 

world.  Located in Canada, this 

10,000 year old forest is even 

larger than the Amazon rainforest 

of Brazil. In addition to being an 

important area for First Nations 

and indigenous communities, the 

Boreal forest is also home to 

caribou, lynx, songbirds and 

wolves. As one of the largest 

storehouses of carbon on the 

planet, it is essential in the fight 

against global warming. 

One way to know for sure that 

youõre not 

buying 

paper 

products 

from old 

growth 

forests, such 

as the 

Boreal, is to 

look for òmade from 100%  recycled 

paperó , tree-free paper or the 

Forest Stewardship Council(FSC)  

seal. 

Parents and educators both have 

the ability to educate students 

about  the impacts of human 

consumption and a chance to 

model good purchasing decisions. 

What can you do? 

Replace conventional tissue 

boxes, such as 

Kleenex and 

Puffs, with 

tissues that are 

high in 

recycled 

content (e.g.: 

Seventh 

Generation, Green Forest).  

If you canõt find it, fill out a 

comment card or ask the 

store manager to carry 

recycled content products. 

Replace other paper 

products including copy 

paper with paper high in 

recycled content.  Alter 

your print settings to make 

double-sided prints and 

reuse paper that has only 

been printed on one side. 

Paper makes up 47% of a 

schools waste stream!  Have 

a bin for recycling paper and 

teach students to use 

recycling bins instead of 

garbage cans for paper. 

Tip:  Plastic storage bins make 

great recycle bins and are sold at 

a very reasonable price.  At the 

beginning of the school 

year, request an ò18-

gallon storage binó on 

your back to school list.  

Replace ò1 Box 

Kleenex Tissueó to ò1 

Box Facial Tissue with 

Recycled Content (if 

possible)ó to your back-to-

school shopping list.  A 

simple change can go a long 

way to introducing the idea 

of recycled alternatives.  

You can also do the same 

with other items on your 

list, such as paper and 

pencils. 

 

Learn more: 

 http://www.fsc.org/ 

 http://www.marietta.edu/
~biol/biomes/boreal.htm 

Sponge Ball How-To 

You will need three 1/2-by-2 

3/4-by-4 1/4-inch sponges. Use 

new sponges, and be sure not to 

wet them ahead of time; they are 

easier to cut straight out of the 

package. With a pen and a ruler, 

make five lines lengthwise on a 

sponge, each 1/2 inch apart. Use 

scissors to cut the sponge, using 

the lines as a guide, into six rods. 

Great for a game of tag on a 
scorching hot day, squishy sponge 
balls area great alternative to 
water balloons. Made from 
kitchen sponges that are cut up 
and tied together, they last 
longer than water balloons and 
are softer and splashier than 
regular balls. Best of all, after 
tossing them around, the kids 
will be as clean as the kitchen 
dishes! 

Repeat with the other two 

sponges. Lay strips on top of 

each other in three layers, five 

to six to a layer. Cinch them 

across the middle with a piece 

of string; knot it tightly. Fluff 

pieces out into a ball. 

Source: 

www.marthastewart.com/

article/sponge-ball 

Summer Fun:  Sponge Ball 

Become a Forest Friendly School 
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Only 22% of 

the worldõs 

original old 

growth 

forests 

remain.  

What has 

survived is 

being cut 

down at the 

rate of 

nearly 2 

acres per 

second.   

ñ Rainforest 

Action Network 
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Terracycle has turned your waste into cool 

products like backpacks and ribbons. This 

fall, you can sell these products to raise 

money for your organization or school. 

Sell products, earn half... itõs that simple! 

Currently, the Terracycle Fundraising 

Catalog is being developed and will be 

ready for the fall!  The catalog will include 

about 14 upcycled products ranging from 

backpacks to plant food to cork boards.  

Get a visual of Terracycle's 

upcycled products at their 

website: 

www.terracycle.net 

 

Upcoming Opportunity  

3002 US Highway 421 

North  

Wilmington, NC 28409  
 

Phone: 910-798-4404 

Fax:910-798-4408 

E-mail: 

SSInitiative@aol.com 

Founded by Wilmington, NC parents, Sustainable Schools Initiativeõs mission is to 

foster green programs in North Carolina Schools.  Partnering with Keep America 

Beautiful of New Hanover County, we are committed to helping new and 

established Environmental Committees and their efforts of starting and 

maintaining green programs in our local schools.  It is our goal to unite school 

communities and give the needed tools and resources to accomplish the 

Sustainability Goals of each individual school. In doing so, weñ along with 

everyone involvedñ will foster the development of generations of students 

becoming good stewards of the earth.  

For information on Sustainable Programs  in your school visit our web site   

www.nhcgov.com/AgnAndDpt/KAB  

The fundraiser will run from September to 

October 2. 

To request catalogs, visit: 

www.terracycle.net/sfr/survey.htm 

 

If you have any questions, please call 
Terracycleõs fundraising partner, 
Kaleidoscope, at 800ð331ð9218. 
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