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gt Treefest 2009
Trees are vital to the existengery long life, a little p|anningCOStS, and remove carbon
and welbeing of our at home before you pick up dioxide from the air. Get your
TreeFest environment. Not only do th@gur trees can save you lots §tudents involved by entering
improve the quality of the airtjme down the road. Some the Treefest Poetry Contest
When: January 23 we breath, but they are things to consider: (see page 3), using the Treefest
10am to 7pm providers of food and Activity Guide (see website), or

shelter for humans an
January 24 wildlife, not to mentior
10am to 6pm climate control. Each )

here: _ our community loses
HHISEES PEE) g thousands of trees to

inside Independence Malljisaase development

encouraging them to attend the
event with their families.

The tree seedlings that are
available are bewet seedlings
grown in Goldsboro at the NC
Forest Service Nurs@mee
seedling species includeld
cypress, Black walnut, Crape
myrtle, Eastern red cedar,
destroyed, Treefestn Flowering dogwood, Green

annual giaway of tree ash, Live oak, Longleaf pine,
seedlings was established. x What size of tree will fit oRersimmon, Redbud, River

Contact Information: and storm eventsf Aft
Jenni fer OO I@g %egrgcnono

. Hurricanes Bertha anc
Treefest Committee Fran (1996) where me
Member, 798404 or
. of our area trees were
jeokeefe@nhcgov.com

. your property? birch, Shumard oak, Southern
@ _ Since 1997, TreeFesthas ,  Are there utility lines ~ oak, Swamp black gum,
Teacher Tip: provided a free source of above or below ground? Swamp chestnut oak, and Wild

seedlings to the public and thls
Dondt hay eyeafapre Wil hdn®nearly
anymore trees on yfoun5,000 seedlings to increase the

personal propertyf number of trees in our

Are there any buildings plum.
nearby that would be
|mpacted’> Experts will be on hand to help
- ) community!! Local residents The reason to plant a tree gogeu decide which tree will
Piclup tree seedlings well beyond providing aesthetiork best for your site, as well
and have a tree are invited to pick up 5 free tE)eneflts Trees help improveas how to take care of your
. . seedlings to take home and p1mp y
planting with your

plant on their property. our air and water quality, helgree.
class at your school!! gacause the trees will live a Pattle erosion, lower energy
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New Year Re:Solutions

Challenge your students to turn rinsed off and recycled in  x  Start a classroom worm bin
the New Year into a Green Year!  your classroom! and compost vegetable and
See how many resolutions they can fruit lunch wastes.
come up with to practice the 3R  Use only cloth cleaning
in your classroom. towels in the classroom.  x  Start a campaign! Get your

students involved in writing
Some ideas: X Use reusable lunch containers |giters to help protect

and cups. rainforests, boreal forests, our

X  Take a bin to the cafeteria and old growth southern forests

have your students bring ba¥k Set up a reuse box for school any other environment

i lies that all can share. .
plastic food cups, etc. to be supplies that all can share concerns voiced by your

X  Recycle something new! students!

Make a Connection: Read

One million acres Education plays a big role in creating and nurturing a healthy respect for
of forest removes world. Engaging children about our environment through books is a wor.

. help develop a respect and a desire to protect the environment and the
10 million tons of animals that we share this Earth with. Visit your favorite library and che
carbon dioxide and books that we recommend!

produces 4 million X My Favorite Tree: Terrific Trees of NdagrDéamerlgarson. Book about 27 major trees and their
tons of oxygen, relatives, including vital statistics, dependant wildlife, record holding trees of the species, and the

allowing 18 they played in the lives of the Native Americans and the Colonists.

The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazph yReiafGlestry. The many different animals that
live in a great kapok tree in the Brazilian rainforest try to convince a man with an ax of the importe
of not cutting down their home. Lessowwlaratozteacherstuff.com/pages/337.shtml

million people to

breathe each year.
| One NC Naturally

x

X Judy Moody Saves theyWtatzthn McDonald. Inspired by environmental studies in school and a
humiliating defeat in a Basdiesign contest, Judy Moody, in her third adventure, revamps her
family's recycling efforts.

X  The Lorly Dr. Seuss. A true classic about industrialized society and the plight of the environment.

10 Reasons to Love Trees

1. Tress help keep our air clean! 6. Trees provide shelter and food for numerous

. animals, including humans!
2. Trees help keep our water clean. Absorbing

pollutants they help protect our aquifers and7. Trees provide peace and make people happier.

water sheds. ) )
8. Trees support our lives. Think about all the

3. Trees protect against mudslides and erosion.  things in our everyday lives that come from
The roots of a tree streebli |l i ze the soil by

on to dirtéo. )
9. Trees have history. What could a 400 year

4. Trees keep our Earth cool. Live Oak tell us?

5. Well placed trees protect against winds. 10. Trees provide jobs.


http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/pages/337.shtml
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TN Treefest Poetry Contest

Over the past 12 years, approximately 180,000 trees have been
distributed at TreeFest. A great way to get your students involved in
this event, besides planting a tree of their own, is to have them write a
poem about trees and enter the Treefest Poetry Contest. The contest is

open to all NHC schools and ALL grade levels are encouraged to

participate. Pl ease send poems —witHh—ttre st uc
and teacherf6s contact informat.i aneaCﬁeth Tr ece
Hwy 421 N, Wilmington, NC 284(&akeefe@nhcgov.com

Entries are due January ¥4 Poem guidelines: trees can
% . absorb about
. x  Follow the rules of whichever form of
poetry you chose 13 tons of

x  Subject of the poem MUST involve trees
x  Students are encouraged to go outside dust and
and observe trees for inspiration and
! nspirat gases from

x  Typed or legible handwriting ideas. o .
€ air every

year.

x 50 words or less

How Tall Is It?

The most massive living thing on earth is tde The person measuring then steps backward
Giant Sequoia in the Redwood Forest of away from the tree until the stick appears
California. It stands nearly 30 stories tall and to cover the person at the tree from head
82.3 feet in circumference. to toe. When this happens, stop

Measuring and making estimates backing up. NC Champion Trees

about the height of a tree is a great _ .

way to get your students outside 5. The person measuring rais§fyhiie every tree is special in

and directly involved in their the stick vertically until the  g4me \yay, some have

schoolyard or backyard habitats! bottom of the stick appears 10 g, mered attention by virtue
resting on the top of their of their great size, their age,

partners head. (Where the t0p ¢ pistorical significance.

the stick rests on the truck will

be the start of the next Check out the guidelines and

measurement.) Repeatthe (have your students)

process until you reach the top nominate a tree!!

of the tree.

Materials needed: Yardstick and
trees

1. Working in pairs, determine
the height of one person (feet
or meters)

; www.dfr.state.nc.us/Urban/
2. Have the person whose height 6. Multiply the number of stick lengths ~ 0c_champion_big_trees_overview

is known stand with their back straight up measured by the height of your partner.m
against the trunk of the tree that you plan

to measure.

Example: Lucy is 5 feet tall. Susan www.wilmingtonnc.qov/
measured 8 stick lengths up the tree. Departments/PublicServices/

3. Facing their partner at the tree, the personMultiply 8 x 5= 40 feet tall Svai‘—lrr:?éqtonﬂee e
measuring holds the stick vertically in one (@pproximately). P

hand and at arms length away from the7. Try to estimate the height of a variety of
body. trees.
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Founded by Wil mington, NC parent s, Sust ai
in North Carolina Schools. Partnering with Keep America Beautiful of New Hanover County,
committed to helping new and established Environmental Committees and their efforts of sta
maintaining green programs in our local schools. It is our goal to unite school communities &
needed tools and resources to accomplish the Sustainability Goals of each individual school
wé@ along with everyone ifvalilebster the development of generations of students becoming
good stewards of the earth.

For information on Sustainable Programs in your school visit our web site
3002 US Highway 421 N. 9 y

Wilmington, NG 28409 www.nhcgov.com/AgnAndDpt/KAB

Phone: 910-798-4404
Fax:910-798-4408 L
E-mail: /KH FUHDWLRQ R!I D WKRXVDQG /IR
SSilnitiative@aol.com
| Ralph Waldo Emerson

Upcoming Events & Opportunities

GRANTS .

X Lowebs Tool Box f or E$2,000a$600mawards ara givensta non-profit public schools for projects
that encourage parent involvement and build a stronger community. Only the first 1,500 applications are accepted per
grant period. For the 2009 school year, the first deadline is 5 pm EST on February 13, 2009 For complete details
visit: www.toolboxforeducation.com

X  Fiskars Project Orange Thumb Grants: Recipients will receive up to $1500 in Fiskars Garden Tools, as wells as
up to $800 in gardening -related tools such as seeds, plants, mulch, etc.Deadline: February 17,2009 For eligibility
requirements and application visit: http://projectorangethumb.com/pot/

AWARDS:

X American Forest and Paper Recycling Awards: The American Forest and Paper Associations will recognize a
business, a community, a school, and a college or university with outstanding paper recycling efforts. AF&PA Recycling
Award winners will be flown to New York City to receive a cas
Paper Week.Deadline: February 4, 2009 For more information and to submit an entry visit:

www.paperrecyclingawards.org

CONTESTS:

X TreefestPoetryContest : (see page 3) Please send poems with the student
contact information to The TreeFest Committee, 3002 Hwy 421 N, Wilmington, NC 28401 or jeokeefe@nhcgov.com
Entries are due January 14 %, The winning entry will be announced January 21st and the poem will be displayed
during the event.

X Arbor Day National Poster Contest . Educate 5th grade students about trees and environmental stewardship. The
2009 t heme, iTrees are Terrific...in Cities and Towns! o is de
of trees in a community. Deadline: January 30, 2009 For more information visit:  www.arborday.org/kids/

postercontest/index.cfm or contact Jennifer Rall at 919-857-4849 or Jennifer.Rall@ncmail.net
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