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From the Director of the Board of Elections 
 
The decision to conduct a voter registration drive is an important one and should be taken very 
seriously. Voter registration is fundamental to the election process. Assisting qualified citizens in 
becoming voters and involving them in the democratic process is a worthy cause.  You are 
commended for your efforts. Here are a few important facts of which you should be aware:  
 
The people you assist in this process may entrust you or your group to deliver their applications to 
the New Hanover County Board of Elections by the registration deadline. Timely delivery of the 
completed applications is a most critical responsibility of the persons conducting drives. Pursuant 
to N.C.G.S. 163-82.6 voter registration forms must be submitted at least by the twenty fifth day 
before any election. Individuals who want to take their application form home with them to mail in at 
a later date may do so.  
 
Federal law prohibits payments for registering to vote, intimidation in registering or voting, coercion 
of certain political activity that could be associated with voter registration, and voter fraud.  
 
It is critical that all workers involved in your voter registration drive review this guide before 
conducting the drive. Recent federal law requires that certain application information must be 
completed in order for the application to be processed. It is your responsibility to ensure that 
registrants know how to properly fill out the form.  
 
The New Hanover County Board of Elections strives for 100% registration of all eligible citizens. 
Your participation in extending the franchise to unregistered individuals and in helping update the 
voter registration records of existing registrants is sincerely appreciated. If you have any 
questions or concerns after reviewing this guide, please contact us at 910-798-7330.  
 
Thank you again for your efforts. We wish you a very successful voter registration drive.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Bonnie T. Williams  
Director of Elections 
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Voter Registration Applications 
 
Voter registration applications may be obtained free of charge at the Board of Elections office 
located at 230 Government Center Drive, Suite 180 in Wilmington. 
 
Requests for voter registration applications in quantities of 50 or more require submission of a 
request form that outlines the planned use of the applications. The request form must also include 
the requestorôs full name, physical address, mailing address (if different from physical address), 
telephone number, and email address. Request forms are available at the Board of Elections 
office, or you may use the request form included on page 7 of this guide. Forms in quantities of 500 
or more are available from the State Board of Elections. 

 

    
 

Eligibility to Register to Vote 
 

To be eligible to register to vote, a person must meet the following qualifications:  
 
1. US Citizen (born or naturalized)  
2. Eighteen years of age or older * 

* Individuals who will be 18 years of age by the date of the next general election may register to 
vote at 17 years of age and vote in the preceding primary.  

3. Resident of North Carolina and New Hanover County for at least 30 days before the date of 
the next election  

4. Not a convicted felon, or, if a felon, had citizenship rights restored*  
* Citizenship and voting rights are automatically restored upon the completion of the FULL 
sentence, including any probation or parole. 

 

Ultimately it is the duty of the Board of Elections to determine an individualôs eligibility to register to 
vote.  
 
In order to be eligible to vote in an election, a registrantôs voter registration application 
must be submitted by the deadline, meaning either hand delivered to the Board of Elections 
office by 5:00 p.m. on the twenty fifth day before the election or postmarked by the twenty 
fifth

 

day before the election.  
 
If the individual or group conducting the voter registration drive fails to return the completed forms 
to the Board of Elections by this deadline, even properly registered applicants will not be 
processed in time to register to vote on Election Day.* 
 
*State law now allows a person to both register and vote during One-Stop, beginning seventeen days prior to the election and 
ending the Saturday before Election Day.  Any voter registering at this time must also cast his or her ballot that same day.  
Additional restrictions apply to registration during One-Stop.  Visit www.nhcvote.com for details. 

 
 

Voter registration applications may be used to:  
 

 Apply to register to vote  

 Report a change in party affiliation  

 Report a change in address  

 Report a name change  

 Report a change in other information  
 

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?city=Wilmington&state=NC&address=230+Government+Center+Drive&zipcode=28403
http://www.sboe.state.nc.us/getdocument.aspx?ID=239
http://www.nhcvote.com/
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The North Carolina Voter Registration Application/Update 

Form 
 

Please print legibly when completing forms! 
 

                    
 
 
 
 

 

 

Note that all RED 

fields are required.  

The boxes at the top 

MUST be checked. 

A physical address cannot be a 

P.O. Box.  Make sure voters put 

a physical address in Section 3 

and a mailing address (if 

different) in Section 4. 

Date of Birth 

is REQUIRED 

A signature is required on 

EVERY form. 
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The Sections of the Form 

 

The applicant should check ñYESò in response to both questions.  Forms that do not 

indicate an applicantôs US citizenship will not be fully processed. 

 

The applicant must put his or her full legal name in Section 1.  The date of birth is also 

REQUIRED for every application. 

 

The applicant should provide either a North Carolina driverôs license number OR the 

last four digits ONLY of his or her Social Security number.  Even if the address on the 

driverôs license does not match the address used on the application, the license number 

may be used for identification purposes.  Filling out this section upon registration may 

eliminate the need to bring identification the first time the applicant votes using this 

registration. 

 

The voterôs physical address must be a street address.  The physical location of their 

residence is used to determine their precinct, which determines their eligibility to vote 

for certain local offices.  P.O. Boxes may not be used in this section.* 

*College students in New Hanover County should note that their physical address is the street address of their 
dormitory if they are living on campus. 
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The Board of Elections uses mailings to communicate critical information to voters, 

including a registration card containing information regarding the location of the voterôs 

precinct.  This section must only be filled out if the applicantôs mailing address is 

DIFFERENT from his or her physical address.  Receipt by mail of a voter registration card is 

the final step in the voter registration process.  Campus boxes and P.O. Boxes go here. 

 

These sections contain optional information.  If no political party is selected, the voter will 

be registered as ñUnaffiliated.ò  Section 7 must be filled out if an applicant wishes to 

change his or her political party. 

 

Section 8 is for prior voter registration information for voters who were registered in 
another county or state.  If a person has previously been registered to vote anywhere in the 

US, providing this information is critical. 
 

The information provided in this section allows the New Hanover County Board of Elections 
to alert the previous county or state of registration to the voterôs new address.  The old 

registration will automatically be cancelled.  It is unlawful to be registered to vote in 
multiple locations. 

 

 

All registrants should read this statement carefully before signing the form. 
Knowingly signing this statement falsely is a felony. 
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