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Wednesday Group graduates are  

excited by their success  

to donate funds to create a butterfly 
garden in her memory on the hospice 
campus. Lorraine Perry, expressive 
arts bereavement counselor at hospice, 
suggested the planting and 
maintenance of the garden be done by 
Ability Garden volunteers. Mr. 
McCarley readily agreed, and through 
his generosity, and the diligent work 
of our Wednesday Morning group, a 
beautiful, serene oasis was created. 
 
Lorraine, who is an ardent and 
generous supporter of our program, 
observed that the raised beds allow for 
caregivers to sit among the flowers 
during counseling sessions with her, 
creating a tranquility that enhances the 
therapeutic experience. 
 
Mr. McCarley spoke movingly to our 
audience of the consolation provided 
to him by the garden, and how it is a 
perfect tribute to his wife. He 
presented Lorraine with a beautifully 
framed photograph of a butterfly 
emerging from its chrysalis. That 
photograph was taken on one of our 
work days in the garden, and its 
significance as a symbol of the cycle of 
life made it all the more special. 
 
Phyllis, along with Claire and Mary 
Ann, awarded certificates of 
achievement to the participants in the 
Wednesday Morning Group, and 
noted each personõs unique 
contributions to the group. A 
presentation developed by Claire 
showed images of the participants at 
work and play in the Ability Garden. 
 
Each group member recounted the 
aspects of the program they most 
enjoyed, and how their lives were 

On April 2, The Ability Garden 
celebrated the achievements of nine 
unique individuals. One year ago, 
these special people made a 
commitment to personal growth and 
responsibility. Every Wednesday 
morning they gathered in The Ability 
Garden to participate in nature based 
activities that enabled them to develop 
skills formerly unexplored and 
develop friendships to enhance their 
quality of life. 
 
Our celebration included family and 
friends of the participants, as well as 
community support staff, Arboretum 
staff, and guest speakers. Melissa 
Hight, Director of New Hanover 
County Cooperative Extension, 
delivered welcoming remarks. 
 
Johnny Johnson, Director of First in 
Families, followed with an 
inspirational speech praising the 
achievements of the group. Johnny 
has long been a friend of The Ability 
Garden, and his pleasure in 
participating in the festivities was 
evident, along with his great good 
humor. 
 
Phyllis Meole, horticulture therapist in 
The Ability Garden, expressed her 
gratitude to the group for their 
achievements. She also applauded the 
efforts of Claire Hetzel, horticulture 
intern, and Mary Ann Torres, 
volunteer. 
 
Phyllis then spoke of a special 
community outreach program at 
Lower Cape Fear Hospice conducted 
by the Wednesday morning group. 
Several years ago, A.O. McCarley, 
whose wife, Jan, was a patient, offered 

Ability Garden photographer Christy 

celebrates her year of achievement  

Brendan wore his graduation gown 

with pride!  

Phyllis is given a special honor by 

Johnny Johnson  


