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M 
arch has arrived and this can only mean one thing ð itõs time for the 
annual Master Gardenersõ Plant Sale!   Our plant sale, which begins on 
March 26, attracts thousands of customers each year and it is the single 
largest fund raising event for the Arboretum.   All of the profit from the 

sale directly benefits Arboretum and Extension activities and projects.    One recent 
project that was completed using plant sale funding is the electronic sign and lawn 
improvements in front of the Arboretum on Oleander Drive.  Many other projects are 
in the planning stages. 

The Plant Sale Team has been working for months preparing for the sale.  The plants 
have been ordered, equipment is being pulled from storage and the team is meeting 
weekly attending to the many details needed for a successful sale.   And now we need 
your help! 

The plant sale cannot function and be successful without you, our volunteers.  There 
are many different volunteer opportunities for you at the plant sale.  Everything from 
greeting our customers at the front gateñto checking them out at the cashier stations 
andñ everything in between.   It takes a lot of volunteers to make this event run 
smoothly, so I encourage you to check your calendar and keep some time open to 
participate in this annual fun event.  C.C. Hensley is coordinating the volunteer sign up 
again this year and will be 
communicating with you on our 
new Master Gardener Intranet 
website.  Additionally, she will have 
sign up sheets outside her office in 
the Plant Clinic lobby, so please 
check regularly for the latest plant 
sale information. 

I appreciate your help and I am 
looking forward to seeing each of 
you at this yearõs plant sale. 

Regards, 

Chuck Warden, PresidentñMGVA 

 Master Gardener Plant Sale 

March 26ñMarch 31, 2009 



Master Gardener Plant Sale 
Jon Wooten, Plant Sale Coordinator 

There are over 250 different 
plant offerings this year 
including more than 30 
interesting new items in the 
annuals and perennials section.   

Keep in mind 
that quantities 
are limited so 
shop early for the 
best selection. 

All but 9 of the 
annuals and 
perennials qualify 
as drought tolerant 
by the definition 
that, after 
establishment, they 

can go for a minimum of one 
week without watering. 

Í Some of the new ones 
are a variegated ajuga called 
ôDixie Chipõ, a purple and 
white French hollyhock called 
ôZebrinaõ, and an insect and 
disease free Amsonia. 

Í Also new is the Serena 
series of Angelonia which is 
shorter than and not as floppy 
as regular Angelonia, a couple 
of new Coreopsis (ôSunrayõ and 
ôSunshine Supermanõ), and 3 
varieties of hard to find 
Echinacea. 

Í In addition there will be  
a non-blooming hibiscus with 
brilliant pink and orange 
foliage, Hyacinth Bean Vine 
with wonderful flowers and 
very attractive bright purple 
beans, and both Mexican Hat 
Plant and Mexican Bird of 
Paradise. 

Í Three new salvias are 
added as well as ôCut and 
Come Againõ zinnias, larkspur, 
the very hard to find  
ôPolygonumõ, Pulmonaria with  
flowers  containing pink and 
blue on the same blossom, and 
ôZephyranthesõ (rain lily). 

This year,  we have the popular 
Cross Vine and also a 

seedless morning glory 
with deep blue flowers 
in the morning that turn 
purple in the afternoon.  
There will be 2 new 
spectacular Begonias in 
hanging baskets. 

In all, there are about 50 
different varieties of 
ornamental shrubs 
with Cordyline, Daphne 
Odora, Fringe Tree, and 
climbing roses being 
newcomers to the list of 
traditional favorites. 

We will have NEW yellow 
Knock Out roses added to 
our regular selection.  By 
popular demand, we will also 
have Quince this year. 

There will be 18 varieties of 
spring blooming azaleas and 
an additional 6 varieties of 
Encores. 

We have increased to nearly 
30 distinct herbs and spices 
plus 9 different scented 
geraniums.  First time offerings 
include chamomile, 
Germander, Joe Pye Weed, 
Lambs Ear, St. Johnõs Wort, 

and Stevia. 

Also, we will 
have three 
disease 
resistant 
tomatoes and 
have added 
two varieties 
of sweet 
peppers and 
one variety of 
hot peppers. 

The Japanese Maples will be of 
the same high quality and 
variety as you have come to 
expect. 

And...of course, there will be 
the usual or perhaps unusual 
array of useful and whimsical 
garden crafts made by the 
volunteer carpentry crew at the 
Arboretum. 

NEW THIS YEAR -- A 
limited number of Rain Barrels 
are available, so come early to 
take advantage! 

WE NEED 
VOLUNTEERS!   You can 
volunteer for any aspect of the 
sale from set up, delivery, sales 
and take down.  All volunteers 
will receive a 10% discount 
coupon good for any single 
shopping trip.  Coupons will 
be a one time use only and a 
new coupon will be issued for 
each volunteer session worked.   

We are looking for volunteers 
with a particular talent or 
interest in one specific area 
who are willing to work 
multiple sessions of the sale.  If 
you are interested in becoming 
a volunteer dedicated to a 
specific area, contact CC 
Hensley at the Arboretum for 
more information @ 910/798-
7665 or 
cchensley@nhcgov.com. 
 

DONõT 
FORGET!   

Gift certificates 
are available in 
the reception 
area at the Arboretum.  These 
make ideal gifts for friends and 
family! 

Proceeds from the sale are 
used solely for the benefit of 
Cooperative Extension 
Educational Programs and the 
Arboretum.  Come out and see 
the results of these efforts  and 
enjoy our beautiful gardens! 
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T 
he MGA Plant Sale 
will run from March 
26 -31, 2009.   With 
30% more plants, 

more varieties in virtually every 
area, and 
many new 
items, this 
yearõs sale 
will be the 
most 
exciting ever!  
The 
Arboretum 
has seen many 
improvements 
since last year 
making your 
visit even more enjoyable.   

The layout is similar to last 
year, and we are working hard 
to make your shopping 
experience easier.  Mark your 
calendar and donõt miss this 
sale!  

Teams for each of the 
respective plant areas have 
been at work for nearly a year 
to come up with the best 
selection of plants ever.  All are 
locally grown making them 
ready for the adjustment from 
garden pot to your landscape.   

 

Varieties 
are selected 
to 
maximize 
drought 
tolerance, 
disease 

resistance, deer and slug 
resistance, etc. PLUS, Master 
Gardeners will be on hand to 
provide expert advice on 
selecting the right plant for the 
right place in your yard.   
 

Visit the Arboretum web site, 
www.gardeningnhc.org, or 
the Master Gardenerõs web 
site, www. ncsugarden.com, 
to see the complete list of 
plants available for 2009. 



A 
t last, the cold winter of 2009 has disappeared and spring is in the air.  Celebrate the season with us at the Arboretum by 
volunteering at the MGA Plant Sale, March 26 thru March 31, 9am-5pm daily. 

When you volunteer at the Plant Sale, you will receive a 10% discount from the MGA as an acknowledgment of their thank 
you. This is the only discount being offered. The coupon is good for any one time you check out, the more days you 

volunteer, the more times you can buy with 10% off.  You do not have to be a Master Gardener to volunteer at the sale, so invite family 
and friends to participate. This event is an excellent opportunity for students and scouts to give community service hours. 

For your convenience, a volunteer form is included in this newsletter. Please fill in the dates and times you wish to volunteer and call me, 
e-mail, or drop it off.  The sign-up board is by the Plant Clinic. 

Do you wish to learn more about gardening, have fun and make new friends? Then the Tuesday Morning Group may be just for you.  
This group of volunteers performs a smorgasbord of duties from pulling weeds to planting.  After a winter break, the group is now back 
and meets each Tuesday at 8:30am. 

A reminder to all Master Gardeners - please review the New Hanover County website at www.ncsugarden.com for current 
announcements.   

Other ongoing volunteer opportunities include: 

The Potting Shed Gift Shop, Monday ð Friday, 10 am ð 4 pm 

Assisting agents with educational programs 

4-H Youth Leader or assistant, volunteers are needed for summer camps 

General gardening 

Office assistance 

You are invited to join in on the fun, excitement, and celebration of spring.   If any of these opportunities interest you or a friend, please 
contact CC Hensley @ 910/798-7665 or cc_hensley@ncsu.edu 
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The Potting Shed 
Gift Shop at the Arboretum 

 

Hours: 

MondayñFriday 

10 a.m.ñ4 p.m. 

Foundation members receive a 10% discount on all full-priced merchandise! 

Volunteer Opportunities 
CC Hensley, Volunteer Coordinator 

If you signed up or renewed your Arboretum Membership at the Garden Show, you were eligible for a 
raffle for 10 [ten] $50.00 gift certificates for the Master Gardener Plant Sale.   

 

Here are the lucky winners: 

Glenda Miles ~ Bob & Margie Roer 

Donna Harrison ~ Ann Handler 

Candace Conklin ~ Susan Cease 

Sandra & Mark Cayton ~ Bonnie Akers 

Bernadette Silivanch ~ Roberta Klehr 

http://www.ncsugarden.com
mailto:cc_hensley@ncsu.edu
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NC Cooperative Extension 

New Hanover County Center  

6206 Oleander Drive 

Wilmington, NC  28403 
10th Anniversary of the Ability Garden 

Friday, May 15 ~ 1pmñ3pm 
 

C 
elebrate the 10th Anniversary of 
the Ability Garden at the 
Arboretum.  Enjoy a special 
speaker ~ Bryce Lane of UNC-

TVõs òIn the Garden with Bryce Laneó, cookies 
and punch, and opportunities to remember 
all that has been accomplished by this 
unique program.  Plants will be available for 
sale, and there will be a Giving Tree for 
those who want to show their support. 

* * * 

T 
he Ability Garden wants to 
sponsor an intern for Summer 
2009 (June-August).  Because 
funds are so tight this year, the 

intern will not be paid.  We would greatly 
appreciate the offer of a warm and 
welcoming home for this intern.  If you 
would like more information, please contact 
Claire 910/798-7682 or Phyllis 910/798-7677. 

The Ability Garden and Club News! 

Annual Ikebana Exhibition of 
Japanese Flower Arrangements 

 

Wilmington Ikebana International 
Chapter 212 

Friday, March 20, 2009 

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 
Saturday, March 21, 2009 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 
NHC Arboretum Auditorium 

6206 Oleander Drive, Wilmington, NC 

Free Admission  

       Guest Exhibitor: The Cape Fear Bonsai 
Society 

Hobby Greenhouse Club 
Spring Plant Sale 

April 3-5, 2009 
 

Free Admission 
 

Friday and Saturday 
April 3ñ4 

9:00amñ6:00pm 

 

Sunday 
April 5 

12:00noonñ5:30pm 
 
2318 Metts Avenue, Wilmington, NC 

off Forest Hills Drive 
 

All Plants Locally Grown 
Visit our web site: 

www.hobbygreenhouseclub.org 

 
 

E-mail ð 
hobbygreenhouseclub@ec.rr.com 

 
 

Contact:  Ginny Vail, 910/270-4456 
hobbygreenhouse@aol.com 

 

http://www.hobbygreenhouseclub.org
mailto:hobbygreenhouseclub@ec.rr.com
mailto:hobbygreenhouse@aol.com

