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The Ability Garden 
10th Anniversary  

Celebration 
On Friday, May 15, more than one 
hundred people gathered at the 
Arboretum to celebrate ten years of 
horticultural therapy provided to the 
Wilmington community by 
Cooperative Extensionõs Ability 
Garden.  Attendees included many 
people who had benefitted from the 
program over the years, as well as 
long-time volunteers, staff members, 
New Hanover County 
representatives, and financial 
supporters.  It was Prom Day for 
students in New Hanover County, 

and the many students who attended 
in their colorful prom dresses added a 
note of festivity to the occasion. 
 
The special guest speaker, Bryce Lane, 
host of UNC-TVõs òIn the Garden 
with Bryce Lane,ó warmed the crowd 
up with his moving account of his life 
in gardening.  Lorraine Perry 
summarized the history of the Ability 
Garden and Mary Anne Torres, a 
seven-year volunteer, shared her 
experiences.  Claire Hetzel presented 
awards to the Wednesday group.   

Phyllis Meole, who is the registered 
horticultural therapist and has been 
the guiding force for the Ability 
Garden since it opened in 1999,  
honored the many people over the 
years who have contributed to its 
success. 
 
The guests enjoyed refreshments and 
the lively sounds of the band after the 
speeches were concluded.  Everyone 
is looking forward to having the 
Ability Garden around ten more years! 
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