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TreeFest, Wilmingtonõs annual tree giveaway extravaganza will be held on January 23 and 

24 inside Independence Mall on the JC Penny wing.  In the span of 36 hours, over 

12,000 trees will be given away!  Each resident may receive up to five tree seedlings at no 

charge, however we do encourage donations to pay for next yearõs trees. 

This community event started in 1996 following the destruction of many trees by hurri-

canes Bertha and Fran and has grown into a Wilmington winter tradition.  Trees benefit our community 

by increasing property values, filtering pollution, and making our space more appealing.  Trees, however, 

do not live forever and many die each year due to disease, development, or old age.  Planting a young 

tree is an investment in the future and a gift to the community. The trees offered will be one-year old 

bare root seedlings.  The species available include baldcypress, black walnut, crape myrtle, eastern red 

cedar, flowering dogwood, green ash, live oak, longleaf pine, persimmon, redbud, river birch, southern 

red oak, shumard oak, swamp blackgum, swamp chestnut oak, and wild plum.  Please note that species 

availability is subject to change without notice and trees are available on a first come, first serve basis. 

As always, we need volunteers.  Call CC Hensley at 798-7665 if you want to be part of the excitement.  If 

you cannot volunteer, come and get your five trees. 
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Mark your calendar for January 31st and February 1st 

2009, for the annual Wilmington Garden Show. The 

times are Saturday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Sunday,  

9:00 a.m. ð 4:00 p.m. 

The show will take place at the Schwartz Center at 

Cape Fear Community College, which means plenty 

of space for over forty exhibitors that will bring us the 

first look at products and services for the upcoming 

spring gardening season. This year the Garden Show is 

truly a one-stop eventñit's where the public can find a 

hint of spring in the displays, the plants and decorative 

items. In addition, attendees can save time, money and gas by coming to the one event where they will 

see gardening products, gain information face to face with experts and listen to informative and 

interesting talks on a variety of topics.  Returning favorites as well as new vendors will be on hand for the 

event.  Weõre sure there will be something to tempt home gardeners in the Wilmington area.    

 Spring Comes Early To Wilmington 

òThe 2009 Garden Showó 

 TreeFest 



Directorõs Message 
Melissa Hight, NHC Cooperative Extension 

Iõm counting the days ôtil 

spring -- as are most of you.  It 

is almost time for Treefest, 

followed by the Wilmington 

Garden Show and then the 

Annual Master Gardener Plant 

Sale! 

Congratulations to the Art in 

the Arboretum and Annual 

Membership Party Committee.  

It was absolutely amazing to 

watch all the volunteers pull 

together and make the best of 

a rainy weekend.  We all had an 

opportunity to see what our 

volunteers are made of and 

there was no doubt in my mind 

that ours were made of the 

very best òstuffó!   What a 

creative group of folks. 

This has been a busy year for 

Cooperative Extension and the 

Arboretum.  We had some 

great new staff members added 

to our very competent existing 

staff.  Our volunteers have 

accomplished some major 

infrastructure tasks that have 

made our grounds more 

efficient and usable.  We 

have a wonderful new 

sign and an improved 

water garden, combined 

with some terrific 

marketing efforts.  All in 

all, it has been an 

excellent year! 

We are all aware of the 

slow economy and that 

makes us an even better 

deal.  Our staff and 

volunteers have free 

education to share with 

the citizens of New 

Hanover County, making 

us even more valuable.  

We appreciate your help 

with these efforts because we 

could not do it without you. 

I look forward to working with 

each of you to make 2009 even 

more exciting!! 

I look forward to 

working with each of  

you to make 2009 even 

more exciting! 

As you read this, I will be the  òPast 
Presidentó of the Board.  It was a quick two 
years with lots of accomplishments. 

I wish to congratulate your new President 
~ Jim Lanier and hope you give him the 
same support as you did me. 

With that in mind, I will document the 
intent and strategy of the òFriends of the 
Arboretumó. 

Development and financial support of a 
landscape garden designed as an ongoing 
horticultural exhibit and educational 

opportunity to study plants and their growing 
environment, as it relates to                    

New Hanover County. 
 

Some of our accomplishments in 2008: 

The very successful Wilmington  
Garden Show at the Schwartz Center 

Funding of much of the Arboretum 
grounds planting over the changing 
seasons. 

The Membership Renewal Committeeõs 
accomplishment of doubling our 
membership, as well as signing up 20 
supporting businesses offering benefits 
to our members 

The successful òArt in the Arboretumó 
fund raising event, in spite of wet 
weather in October 

The very successful òSpin Offó from the 
Foundation of the Ability Garden.  
They have worked for years under our 
auspices, and reached a momentum to 
stand independently 

Successful completion of our first 
Independent Audit by Bearman CPA. 

Improved filtration system in our water 
garden. 

Important!  Please renew your membership 
when you receive the renewal notice.  Your 
contribution supports improvements  to our 
beautiful grounds, making the Arboretum a 
more valuable resource for the citizens of 
New Hanover County and this area. 

 

Jim LanierñPresident 

Maury SnavelyñV. President 

Bill ColemanñTreasurer 

Lynn MartinñSecretary 
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Charlotte Glen, Arboretum Coordinator 
Friends of  the Arboretum Board 

Ed DeMarco, Outgoing President 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bryerpatch.com/images/quiltrecords/garden_party/garden_party_detail2_83k.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bryerpatch.com/images/quiltrecords/garden_party/garden_party.htm&h=577&w=800&sz=82&hl=en&start=39&tbnid=RN
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Saturday, January 31 
10:00 a.m. David Strickland ð Area Operations Manager at Witherspoon Rose Culture; Rose Pruning For 

Successful Blooming ~ Successful pruning of roses in the Wilmington area will encourage more blooms in 

the growing season. 

11:00 a.m. Eric Kozen - Superintendent of Oakdale Cemetery; Oakdale Cemetery: An Outdoor Museum, 

Arboretum and Wilmington Treasure ~ Learn the history of Oakdale Cemetery and how it was created as 

a rural garden cemetery prior to the Civil War. Discuss the wide variety of plant material found on the 

grounds and explain the floral symbols found on many of the headstones. 

12:00 p.m. Andy Wood ð Education Director for Audubon North Carolina, Creating a Sense of Place:  

Living with the Wild Places of Southeastern North Carolina ~ Join author, ecologist and educator Andy 

Wood for a lively presentation about Southeastern North Carolina and sustainable living in and around its 

coastal salt marshes, long leaf pine forests and evergreen shrub thickets. This engaging presentation carries 

participants into the realms of diamondback terrapins, Venus' fly trap, colorful songbirds and other plants and 

animals that call this region their home. 

1:00 p.m. Drew Thorndyke - President of Cape Fear Water Gardens, Certified Aquascape Contractor; 

Water Features That Give Back ~ Learn how decorative water features can be used to capture, filter, and 

reuse rain water. Collected rain water can be used for many outdoor uses such as irrigation. 

2:00 p.m. John Wooldridge - Commercial Horticulture Agent ð New Hanover County Cooperative 

Extension; Energy Efficient Landscaping ~ An overview of how to use plantings and design to save on 

household heating and cooling. How plants use energy and how to organize your landscape to grow great 

plants while saving you time and energy. 

3:00 p.m. Al Hight - Brunswick County Extension Director, Host of the Coastal Gardener Radio and TV 

Program; òGarden Remediesó ~ Many people believe that homemade garden remedies are better than those 

you purchase. Learn what works and what doesnõt. 

* * *  

Sunday, February 1 
10:30 a.m. Lonnie Taylor, AIFD, NCCPF - Lead Designer of Fiore Fine Flowers,  How Toõs In Floral 

Design ~ Featuring:  European hand tie bouquets for your home. Live demonstration. 

11:30 a.m. Jill Peleuses - Owner of Wild Bird and Garden; Backyard Bird Habitats ~ Backyards are 

crucial habitats for our bird population. Let us show you how to provide them with the essentials for success 

including food, water and shelter. 

12:30 p.m. Nicole Mitchell - Environmental & Natural Resources Agent, New Hanover and Brunswick 

County Cooperative Extension; Rain Gardens For Your Home ~ Want to learn more about protecting our 

areaõs precious water resources? Learn how you can conserve water, improve water quality and beautify your 

backyard. 

1:30 p.m. Evan Folds ð President of Progressive Gardens; Organic & Hydroponic Gardening:  What, 

Why & How ~ Discussion comparing organic and hydroponic gardening for the homeowner. What does it 

involve? Why should we do it? How is it done? Bring your questions to the interesting presentation. 

2009 Wilmington Garden Show 
 

Speakers  
sponsored by WECT ðTV 

Wilmington 

Garden Show 

 

Schwartz Center 
610 N. Front St. 

Wilmington 

 

Saturday  
January 31 

9:00am-5:00pm 

 Sunday  
February 1 

9:00am-4:00pm 

 

Admission $7 
Children under 

12-Free 



 We are Going Green in 2009!  The goal is to eliminate postal mailings via e-mail. You too can help our community with Going Green by 

volunteering at Treefest. 

Treefest is an annual event to encourage tree planting and provide tree education.  Volunteers are needed to assist with tagging and 

distributing 15 tree species to the public.  Last year over 125 volunteers gave away 10,000 plus trees to the citizens of New Hanover and 

surrounding counties. The location is inside Independence Mall in front of JC Pennyõs (Time Warner entrance).  Shift times are below: 
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The Potting Shed 

Gift Shop at the Arboretum 

 

Hours: 

MondayñFriday 

10 a.m.ñ4 p.m. 

Foundation members receive a 10% discount on all full-priced merchandise! 

Wilmington Garden Show  

Friday, January 30 [Set-up] 9:00 amñ5:00 pm No specific shifts  

Saturday, January 31 9:00 amñnoon Noonñ3:00 pm 3:00 pmñ5:00 pm 

Sunday, February 11 10:00 amñ12:30pm 12:30 pmñ3:00 pm 3:00 pmñ5:00 pm 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

CC Hensley, Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer Corner 

The following week-end, January 31st and February 1st, the Arboretum Foundation will hold its 16th Annual Wilmington Garden Show.  

The location is the Schwartz Center, 610 N. Front St. This yearõs Show Chair, Ed DeMarco needs your assistance with set-up, clean up, 

selling tickets and greeters. Shift times are below: 

Treefest  

Friday, January 23 6:30 am ð 9:00 am  8:45 am ð 12:30 pm  12:15 am ð 3:30 pm  3:15 pm ð 7:00 pm  

Saturday, January 24  8:00 am ð 11:00 am  9:45 am ð 1:00 pm  12:45 pm ð 4:00 pm  3:45 pm ð 6:00 pm  

Ongoing Volunteer Opportunities : 

The Potting Shed Gift Shop [Monday ñFriday, 10am ñ4pm]  

Assisting agents w/educational programs  

General Office Assistance  

Thursday Morning Group ñThursdays @ 9am ñwork on projects such as laying brick, irrigation, 

making pathways  

Tuesday Morning Gardening Group ñwill start back in March ñweather permitting  

If any of these interest you or a friend, please contact CC Hensley @ 910.798.7665; cchensley@nhcgov.com  
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Camellia Club 

59th Annual Tidewater Camellia 
Show 

Saturday, February 28, 2009 

 

The Tidewater 
Camellia Club 
will proudly 
present its 
Annual Camellia 
Show at the 
Shrine Club 
Building, 4510 

South College Road, Wilmington, NC 
on Saturday, February 28, 2009.  This 
historic show is free and open to the 
public from 12:00 pm until 5:00 pm.  
The 59th Tidewater Camellia Club 
Show will attract exhibitors from all 
over the Southeastern United States.  
These camellia experts will display 
over 1,000 blooms representing many 
varieties for evaluation by the 
American Camellia Society judges.  

After a ceremonial red ribbon cutting 
to open the show, the public will be 
able to view all of these magnificent 
flowers.  Floral arrangements 
including camellias will also be 
presented by various local garden 
clubs.  An excellent selection of 
camellias will be available for 
purchase. Call 392-1803 with any 
questions.  Visit our web site at:  
www.tidewatercamelliaclub.org for 
more details. 

Hobby Greenhouse Club 
Tour of Greenhouses 

Saturday, March 7, 2009 
 

The Hobby 
Greenhouse Club 
will have its 
Annual 
Greenhouse Tour 
on Saturday, 
March 7, 2009 
from 9amñ5pm.  

There is no cost to take this tour.  
Approximately 16 locations for the 
tour! For additional information, 
please check our website: 
www.hobbygreenhouseclub.org 

 

The Hobby Greenhouse Club, a non-
profit organization, has about 150 
members in the greater Wilmington 
area. We have monthly meetings at 
the Arboretum on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm. 
 Please contact Don Butzin @ 
910.392.9486 for additional info. 

Meetings are held from 

7pmñ9pm each month 

Feb 3, Meeting - 

Tues,  

Bougainvillea and 

tropicals by Ed 

Wagner 

 

  

Feb 20, Free 

Public Demo - 

Friday, 7-9 pm, 

Styling white pine 

as bonsai specimen by Arthur Joura  

   

Mar 3, Meeting - Tues, Natural 

fertilizer by Progressive Gardens 

 

Apr 3, Free Public Demo - Friday, 7-9 

pm, Styling yaupon holly as bonsai 

specimen 

Cape Fear Bonsai Society Activities & Meetings ~ 2009 

Club News 

Apr 7, Meeting - Tues,  Pruning elm 

and trident 

 

Apr 24, Free Public Demo - Fri, 7-9 

pm, Styling bonsai specimen using 

Phoenix graft by Harold Johnson 

 

May 5, Meeting - Secondary plants in 

a tray planting by Ro Daugherty 

 

May 15, Free Public Demo - Fri, 7-9 

pm, Styling and planting a slab with 

maples  

 

Jun 2, Meeting - Cannibalizing large 

ficus using air-layering and cuttings 

Jun 19, Free Public Demo - Fri, 7-9 

pm, styling tropical plant as bonsai 

specimen 

 

Jul 7, Meeting - Plant Diseases by 

Ken Wells, bonsai in the heat 

 

Aug 4, Meeting - Hardwood 

cuttings  

 

Sep 1, Meeting - Selecting tree for 

Bonsai Expo 

 

October, No Meeting 

 

Nov 3, Meeting -  Election of 

officers for 2010 and the annual 

auction 

 

Dec 1, Meeting:  6:00-10:00 pm, 

Annual Christmas Dinner 

 

* * * 


